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ne of the things I realy enjoy 
about teaching," says Anthony 
O'Rourke, who joins the UB 
Law faculty this fal, "is geting the op-
portunity to be an informal mentor. It 
is realy wonderful to see your students 
applying their legal training to serve 
their communities." 
  For example, he says, one of his stu-
dents at Columbia Law School, where 
he earned the J.D. and where he serves 
as an associate in law, started tutoring 
public high school students interested 
in law. "To see your students sharing 
their education with others," O'Rourke 
says, "that is realy satisfying."
  As a teacher of legal research and 
writing at Columbia, O'Rourke says he 
works with students "not only on the 
mechanics of legal writing, but on how 
legal reasoning works, how to interpret 
statutes and how to engage in argu-
ments based on case law and prec-
edent. This alows students to think 
deeply about the questions they con-
front in their substantive law classes. 
It's a tool for the rest of their law 
school education."
 O'Rourke, who grew up near De-
troit, Michigan, pursued a double 
major in economics and philosophy 
at the University of Michigan, where 
he graduated with high honors. He 
then spent two years in Washington 
as a research assistant at the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, working on 
issues related to human rights, labor 
rights and gender mainstreaming as 
they intersected with the IMF's eco-
nomic mission. Interacting with ofi-
cials at United Nations agencies, 
labor unions and non-governmental 
organizations, he says, helped him to 
understand beter the dynamics of 
political institutions, and the compli-
cated dimensions of economic policy 
debates.
 After law school, O’Rourke worked 
in litigation practice at the New York firm 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Gari-
son. In addition to handling securities 
fraud and actuarial malpractice maters, 
he worked pro bono on a Guantanamo 
detainee case and on a Texas death pen-
alty case involving a mentaly retarded 
defendant. "I saw the work that a defense 
counsel has to do to protect a client’s in-
terests," he says. 
   O’Rourke also clerked for a U.S. Dis-
trict Court judge in Philadelphia. "We 
had a lot of criminal cases on the docket, 
and to be exposed to the criminal justice 
system from that perspective was fasci-
nating.” He also clerked for a judge of 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, in 
Pasadena, California, before returning to 
Columbia Law School to teach and con-
duct research.
   That research, now to continue in Buf-
falo, studies the intersection of criminal 
procedure and structural constitutional 
law. "I'm very interested in how political 
and institutional structures afect the 
scope of the rights we enjoy, particularly 
in the area of criminal procedure. To un-
derstand how constitutional doctrine 
evolves, I think it is necessary to examine 
how the institutions that make constitu-
tional law operate in practice."
A
and what's exciting about the city. What 
struck me about Bufalo," he says, "is the 
extent to which the Law School commu-
nity is engaged in work that’s important 
to improving the city. The students here 
have so much potential to have an impact 
on what’s happening around them."
   O'Rourke is maried to Christine 
Varnado, who wil be a Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Gender Studies in UB’s 
Department of Transnational Studies.
As he heads upstate, O'Rourke 
says Bufalo reminds him of 
his hometown Detroit in both 
"the chalenges the city faces
